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TAVISTOCK  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  THE  HEALTH  OF  THE  AREA 

DURING  I960 

p reface 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I  present  herewith  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the  Area 
during  1969.  Included  in  the  Report  is  the  Report  of  your  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector. 


STATISTICS 


The  Registrar  General  estimated  that  the  mid-year  population  increased 
by  a  total  of  140  persons  to  23,330.  This  total  includes  an  excess  of 
births  over  deaths  of  18  persons.  The  Standardised  Birth  Rate  at  17.3  per 
thousand  population  exceeds  the  National  Average  of  16.3  and  this  may 
be  an  indication  that  more  young  couples  are  now  living  in  the  area. 
Also  the  Death  Rate  is  lower  than  the  National  Average.  Mosti  deaths 
occurred  amongst  very  elderly  persons — 143  of  them  being  over  the  age 
of  75  years  and  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  total  deaths  being  amongst 
persons  over  the  age  of  65  years. 

ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH 

Considering  the  large  area  of  the  District  very  few  infections  occurred, 
but  there  was  one  case  of  diphtheria  in  a  middle  aged  man  (the  first 
case  since  1954)  and  there  was  an  outbreak  of  infection  at  a  nursing  home, 
which  fortunately  had  no  serious  effects.  Outbreaks  of  enteritis  amongst  farm 
animals,  due  to  Salmonella  organisms  continued  to  be  notified  but  no 
human  cases  of  illness  were  discovered  at  the  affected  farms.  These  are 
reported  upon  elsewhere  in  this  Report. 

The  Public  Health  Inspections  of  the  District  accounted  for  over 
8,000  visits  which  is  a  considerable  achievement.  A  low  standard  of  food 
hygiene  was  discovered  at  a  small  number  of  stalls  at  the  1969  Goose 
Fair  in  Tavistock  and  the  Council  decided  to  take  out  prosecutions  against 
those  concerned. 

Altogether  1969  was  a  successful  year  in  which  the  general  good  health 
was  maintained. 

I  wish  to  thank  all  members  of  the  staff,  and  the  Council  for  their 
help  and  encouragement  during  the  year. 


September,  1970. 
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John  Wii.dman 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


TAVISTOCK  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  AND  HOUSING  COMMITTEE 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  was  Mr.  A.  A.  W.  BROWN  with  Mrs. 
D.  L.  H.  PINDER  as  Vice-Chairman,  together  with  ah  other  members 
of  the  Council. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

JOHN  WILDMAN,  m.r.c.s.,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.  (lond.) 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
MARY  E.  BUDDING,  m.b.,  b.cit.,  b.sc.,  d.p.h. 

Surveyor  and  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
L.  J.  SHEPHERD,  c.r.s.i.,  cert,  of  meat  and  foods,  r.s.i.,  m.a.p.h.i 

(Until  May  1969) 

W.  E.  LARGE,  cert,  of  meat  and  foods,  r.s.h.,  m.a.p.h.i. 

(From  May  1969) 

Deputy  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector 
H.  C.  WATKIIN,  CERT.  OF  MEAT  AND  FOODS,  R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors 
J.  I.  M.  CLARK,  CERT.  OF  MEAT  AND  FOODS,  R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

E,  G.  JOHN,  CERT.  P.H.I.E.B.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Technical  Assistant 

B.  W.  H.  MARTIN,  m.i.p.h.e.,  cert,  p.h.i.e.b. 

LOCAL  OFFICE 

Public  Health  Department 

Council  Chambers,  Drake  Road.  Tavistock,  PL19  OBZ 
Telephone:  Tavistock  2594 

CENTRAL  OFFICE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Area  No.  5,  South-West  Devon 
Public  Health  Department,  Council  Offices,  8  Plymbridge  Road,  Plympton, 

Plymouth,  PL7  4LG 
Telephone:  Plymouth  36644 

Clerk  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Miss  G.  PROWSE 
Telephone:  36644 
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SECTION  6 A’ 


VITAL  STATISTICS  AND  GENERAL  STATISTICS,  1969 

TABLE  1 

(figures  for  '1 968  are  shown  in  brackets) 


Population 


Estimated  mid-year  Population  of  Tavistock  Rural  District  23,330  (23,190) 
General  Statistics  (1st  April) 


Area  of  Tavistock  Rural  District  in  Acres  . 

Number  of  Parishes  . . . 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  Rate  Books 

153,207 

26 

7,728 

(7,500) 

Number  of  Houses  per  acre  . 

0.050 

(0.049) 

Number  of  Persons  per  acre  ....  . 

0.152 

(0.151) 

Number  of  Persons  per  house  . 

3.020 

(3.091) 

Dwellings  owned  by  the  Council  . 

1,054 

Rateable  Value  of  District  .  £737,985  (£713,403) 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £2,902  (£2,789) 


TABLE  2 

(figures  for  1968  are  shown  in  brackets) 


Births 


Standardised  Live  Birth  Rate  per 

1,000 

population 

17.3 

(17.8) 

Area  Comparability  Factor  for  Rii 

ths 

. 

1,20 

(1.20) 

Number  of  Live  Births: 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Total  . ;  . 

180 

155 

335 

Legitimate  . 

170 

148 

318 

Illegitimate  ...  . 

10 

7 

17 

Number  of  Still  Births  . 

2 

0 

2 

Deaths 


Standardised  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  11.3  (11.9) 

Area  Comparability  Factor  for  Deaths  .  0.83  (0.82) 


Number  of  Deaths:  Males 

All  Ages:  Total  . .  175 

Death  of  Infants  under  1  year  ...  2 

Number  under  4  weeks  of  age  ...  1 

Number  under  1  week  of  age  ...  T 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 


Females  Total 

142  317 

4  6 

1  2 

1  2 

.  18.0  (20.0) 


Comparison  with  Rates  for  England  and  Wales 

Birth  Rate  . ;  . .  16.3  (16.9) 

Death  Rate  . .  . .  H.9  (11.9) 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (Infants  under  1  year  of  age)  18.0  (18.0) 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 


DISEASES 

Notifiable  Diseases  —  Cases  Notified  During  1969 

TABLE  1 


Age  Group  in  Years 

Disease 

Under 

Over 

Total 

1 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

65 

Measles 

26 

1 

13 

11 

1 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Infective  Jaundice 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  (Resp.) 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  (Non-Resp.) 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Dysentery 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

TABLE  2 


Incidence  by  Quarters 

Disease 

Total 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Measles 

26 

5 

9 

12 

0 

Diphtheria 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Infective  Jaundice 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  (Resp). 

2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Tuberculosis  (Non-Resp.) 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Dysentery 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Infection  at  a  Nursing  Home,  causing  its  temporary  closure 


Routine  laboratory  tests  upon  some  newly  born  babies  revealed 
that  they  were  infected  with  a  virulent  type  of  organism  called  E.coli 
0114.  Tt  was  a  similar  germ  to  the  one  that  recently  killed  32  babies  in 
Manchester  and  it  may  be  some  consolation  to  the  bereaved  mothers  in 
Manchester  that  their  misfortune  led  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  to  be  on  the  look  out  for  this  infection,  thus  almost  certainly 
saving  the  lives  of  the  Tavistock  babies  concerned.  The  three  Tavistock 
babies  concerned  were  not  ill  but  as  a  precaution  were  sent  to  Scott 
Isolation  Hospital,  Plymouth. 

All  the  staff,  mothers  and  remaining  babies  at  the  Maternity  Home 
were  tested  for  presence  of  the  infection,  with  negative  results.  As  a  further 
precaution  admissions  to  the  Home  were  stopped  until  after  the  premises 
had  been  fumigated  and  disinfected.  The  Health  Authority  (Devon  C.C.) 
and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  made  alternative  arrangements  for 
mothers  who  were  booked  for  confinements  during  the  time  the  Maternity 
Home  was  closed.  The  Public  Health  Department  visited  family  contacts 
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of  the  infected  babies,  and  collected  samples  of  faeces  all  of  which  were 
negative. 

The  origin  of  the  E.coli  0114  infection  has  not  been  traced.  The 
babies  remained  clinically  well  and  continued  to  harbour  the  organisms 
in  their  intestines  for  many  months.  One  is  still  a  carrier  a  year  later! 

A  ease  of  Diphtheria 

A  gentleman  of  60  years  developed  Diphtheria  due  to  an  organism 
called  Corynebacterium  Ulcerans  which  is  allied  to  diphtheria  and  pro¬ 
duces  two  toxins  one  of  which  is  similar  to  the  diphtheria  toxin. 

Earlier  in  the  year  several  more  cases  had  occurred  elsewhere  in 
England  and  the  organism  had  been  traced  to  milk.  The  above  patient  drank 
milk  from  four  sources  all  of  which  were  tested  and  found  to  be  free 
from  infection. 

He  developed  a  severe  illness  with  complications  and  took  several 
months  to  recover  his  health. 

Tests  on  family  contacts  of  the  patient  proved  negative. 

The  school  medical  officer  for  the  locality  concerned  reported  that 
the  acceptance  level  for  immunisation  of  babies  and  children  against 
diphtheria  was  good.  No  other  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred. 

The  last  case  of  diphtheria  in  the  Rural  District  occurred  in  1954  and 
in  the  old  Urban  District  of  Tavistock  in  1949. 

Infections  Common  to  Farm  Animals  and  Man 


Salmonella  dublin  infection  in  cattle  which  causes  scouring  and  some^ 
times  death  of  the  animals,  was  reported  at  21  farms  in  the  District.  Each 
outbreak  was  investigated  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  no  human 
cases  of  illness  were  discovered  amongst  workers  at  the  farms. 

Two  outbreaks  of  Brucellosis  (causes  Undulant  Fever  in  humans) 
occurred  during  March  and  April.  One  case  in  which  the  farmer  retailed 
raw  untreated  milk  was  a  repeat  infection  from  1968.  A  further  Notice  under 
Section  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1959  was  issued  to  the  far¬ 
mer  requiring  him  to  pasteurise  all  milk  before  it  was  sold  for  human  con¬ 
sumption,  until  such  time  as  his  herd  was  clear  of  infection.  He  wrote 
to  the  Council  in  July,  1969  to  state  that  as  several  of  his  cows  were  still 
infected  with  Brucellosis  he  would  continue  to  send  all  milk  from  his 
farm  for  pasteurisation.  He  therefore  gave  up  selling  raw  untreated  milk 
for  human  consumption  thus  preventing  consumers  from  running  the 
risk  of  picking  up  Undulant  Fever. 

The  second  outbreak  of  Brucellosis  occurred  in  a  herd  where  the  milk 
already  went  to  a  manufacturer  and  was  efficiently  pasteurised  before  use, 
so  no  official  action  was  required. 

A  suspected  case  of  Anthrax  in  a  cow  which  died  in  October  was 
notified  by  the  Police  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  but  after 
laboratory  tests  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed  and  the  Notice  was 
withdrawn. 


CHEST  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE 

Statistics  Tavistock  1969 


Male 

Female 

T  otal 

Total  Number  X-Rayed 
Abnormalities  detected: — 

173 

270 

443 

5 

— 

5 

Healed  Pulm.  Tuberculosis 

Acquired  Cardiac  Lesion  . 

— 

2 

2 

Bronchiectasis  .... 

Bacterial  and  Virus  Infections  of 

1 

— 

1 

the  Lungs  .... 

2 

2 

Pleural  Effusion 

1 

— 

1 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

4 

— 

4 

Dorsal  Scoliosis  .... 

— - 

1 

1 

Kypho  Scoliosis  .... 

— 

1 

1 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1951 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  National  Assistance  Acts  for  the 
removal  and  detention  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention,  and  no 
burials  took  place  under  Section  50  of  the  1948  Act. 


CAUSES  OIF  DEATH  DURING  1969 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

B5  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  Sys- 

tem . 

1 

1 

2 

B19  (1)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Bucccal 

1 

2 

Cavity  etc.  ..... 

1 

B19  (2)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesop- 

hagus  . 

3 

4 

7 

B19  (3)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Sto- 

2 

mach  ...... 

2 

4 

B19  (4)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intes- 

tine  ...... 

5 

3 

8 

1319'  (6)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung, 

Bronchus  .... 

9 

4 

13 

B19  (7)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

0 

5 

5 

B19  (8)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

- - 

1 

■1 

B19  (9)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Pros- 

3 

tate . 

3 

— 

B19  (10)  Leukaemia 

1 

0 

1 

&  1 9  (11)  Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

7 

6 

13 

B21  Diabetes  Mellitus 

0 

9 

2 

B22  Avitaminoses,  etc. 

1 

0 

1 

B23  Anaemias  .... 

2 

2 

4 

B46  (4)  Other  Diseases  of  Nervous 

System,  etc.  .... 

2 

3 

5 

B26  Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Dis- 

ease  ..... 

1 

3 

4 

B27  Hypertensive  Disease 

3 

1 

4 

B28  Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  . 

58 

30 

88 

B29  Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

10 

14 

24 

B30  Cerebrovascular  Disease  . 

24 

26 

50 

B46  (5)  Other  Diseases  of  Circula- 

12 

tory  System  .... 

8 

4 

B32  Pneumonia  .... 

12 

1 1 

23 

B33  (1)  Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

6 

2 

8 

B46  (6)  Other  Diseases  of  Respira- 

tory  system . 

g 

1 

4 

B34  Peptic  Ulcer  .... 

9 

0 

2 

B36  Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Her- 

nia  ...... 

2 

2 

4 

B46  (7)  Other  Diseases  of  Digestive 

7 

System  ..... 

2 

5 

B38  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

1 

0 

1 

B39  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . 

1 

- * 

1 

B4o  (8)  Other  Diseases,  Genito- 

Urinary  System  .... 

1 

2 

3 

B42  Congenital  Anomalies 

1 

1 

2 

B44  Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mor- 

tality  . 

0 

1 

1 

B45  Symptoms  and  Ill  Defined  Con- 

3 

ditions  ..... 

0 

3 

BE48  All  Other  Accidents 

0 

1 

1 

BE49  Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted- 

Injuries  ..... 

2 

1 

3 

BE50  All  other  External  Causes 

1 

0 

1 

Total  All  Causes 

175 

142 

317 
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SECTION  B' 


GENERAL 

FOR 


PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
TA  VI STC  >CK  R  U  HAL  D I  STRICT 


LABORATORY  SERVICE 

Laboratory  facilities  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  at  Plymouth  (Telephone:  Plymouth  63997). 

COUNTY  COUNCIL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  following  are  some  of  the  County  Council  Services  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946.  Full  details  can  be  obtained  from  the 
County  Medical  Officer,  Health  Department,  County  Hall,  Exeter. 

Ambulance  Service 

The  Ambulance  Service  in  the  Tavistock  Rural  District  is  radio  con¬ 
trolled  from  headquarters  at  Plympton  (Telephone:  Plymouth  36414).  It 
is  operated  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  under  an  agency  agreement 
with  the  Devon  County  Council.  Except  in  emergency,  an  Ambulance 
should  be  ordered  by  a  medical  practitioner. 

Home  Nursing,  Midwifery,  Health  Visiting  and  Welfare  Centres 

There  are  nine  District  Nurses  and  Midwives  and  four  Health  Visitors. 
There  are  four  Welfare  Centres: 

D.C.C.  Clinic,  70  Plymouth  Road,  Tavistock  (Telephone:  Tavistock 
2617) 

Methodist  Schoolroom,  Horrabridge 

Ladies’  Club,  Princetown 

Tinhay  Methodist  Schoolroom,  Lifton 

Vaccinations,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis 
Immunisation 

A  Medical  Officer  at  the  Welfare  Centres  will  vaccinate  or  immunise 
babies  at  the  request  of  parents. 

First  Friday  in  each  month:  Tavistock — morning  or  afternoon 
First  Monday  in  each  month:  Horrabridge — afternoon 
Second  Wednesday  in  each  month:  Lifton — afternoon 
Fourth  Wednesday  in  each  month:  Princetown — afternoon 

Home  and  Domestic  Help  Service 

Applications  should  be  made  to  the  Local  Organiser,  at  13  Duke  Street, 
(Telephone:  Tavistock  2253) 

A  charge  may  be  made  for  this  service,  in  accordance  with  the  County 
Council’s  assessment  scale. 
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Welfare  Department 

There  is  an  office  at  the  Guildhall  Square,  Telephone  Tavistock  3231. 

Mental  Health 

Arrangements  for  mental  treatment  on  the  recommendation  of  a 
Medical  Practitioner  are  made  by  the  Social  Workers  in  Mental  Health, 
at  13  Duke  Street,  Tavistock  (Telephone:  Tavistock  2253). 

Help  in  respect  of  mentally  sub  normal  persons  can  be  obtained  by 
application  to  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Chiropody  Service 

A  County  Council  Chiropodist  operates  a  Foot  Clinic  at  the  D.C.C. 
Clinic,  73  Plymouth  Road,  Tavistock  (Telephone:  Tavistock  3533).  Treat¬ 
ment  is  available  for  handicapped  persons,  the  elderly  and  any  expectant 
mother  who  might  be  in  need  of  chiropody.  Most  cases  are  referred  to 
the  clinic  by  the  family  doctor,  but  there  is  provision  for  health  visitors, 
district  nurses  and  voluntary  agencies  to  refer  cases  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer. 

Occupational  Therapy 

There  is  one  Occupational  Therapist  at  the  D.C.C.  Clinic,  73  Plymouth 
Road,  Tavistock  (Telephone:  Tavistock  3533). 

Health  Centres 

There  are  no  Health  Centres  at  present  but  it  is  hoped  to  build  one 
at  Yelverton  in  1970. 

Hospital  Services 

The  Rural  District  is  served  by  the  Plymouth  and  District  Hospital 
Management  Committee  and  there  are  hospitals  at  Plymouth  and  Tavistock. 

Genera!  Practitioner,  Medical  and  Dental  Services 

There  are  thirteen  General  Medical  Practitioners  and  five  Dentists 
in  the  Tavistock  area.  The  School  Dental  Clinic  is  at  the  D.C.C.  Clinic, 
70  Plymouth  Road,  Tavistock.  (Telephone:  Tavistock  2617). 

OTHER  SERVICES 

There  is  a  Rest  Room  for  the  elderly  in  Duke  Street,  Tavistock,  run  by 
a  Voluntary  Committee. 

There  is  one  Welfare  Home,  Harewood  House,  Plymouth  Road, 
Tavistock,  run  by  the  Devon  County  Council. 

Blood  Transfusion  Donor  Sessions  at  Tavistock  are  arranged  by  the 
B.R.C.S.,  Red  Cross  House,  West  Street,  Tavistock. 

Cytology  Clinic  Sessions  for  the  early  detection  of  cancer  in  women 
are  held  each  month  at  the  D.C.C.  Clinic,  70  Plymouth  Road,  Tavistock. 
(Telephone:  Tavistock  2617). 

A  Mea!s-on-Wheels  Service,  run  by  the  W.R.V.S.,  operates  in  Tavistock 
and  adjoining  areas.  The  meals  in  Tavistock  are  cooked  at  Harewood 
House,  and  in  the  rural  areas  at  the  helpers’  own  kitchens.  Enquiries  should 
be  made  to  Tavistock  2310. 
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SECTION  ‘C’ 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  North  Devon  Water  Board  and  the  Plymouth  Corporation  Water 
Department  both  supply  water  to  the  Tavistock  Rural  District.  The 
North  Devon  Water  Board’s  supplies  are  at  Prewley,  near  Okehampton 
and  at  Kilworthy,  Tavistock.  The  Plymouth  Corporation  supply  comes 
from  various  sources  at  Princetown,  Dousland  and  Burrator. 

The  Chief  Engineer  (South)  to  the  North  Devon  Water  Board  has 
submitted  the  following  report  for  inclusion  in  this  report: — 

“The  majority  of  the  rural  parts  of  this  district  obtains 
its  supply  from  Prewley  Works  with  the  remaining  parts, 
mainly  Tavistock  and  Horrabridge  areas,  being  supplied 
from  Kilworthy  Works. 

Kilworthy  Works  obtains  its  supply  from  springs  via 
collecting  chambers  adjacent  to  the  Wallabrook  River 
from  where  the  raw  water  is  piped,  followed  by  filtration 
and  sterilization  at  the  Works.  The  above  sources  con- 
sistantly  maintained  the  supply  demands  to  this  area. 

The  regular  chemical  and  bacteriological  samples  were 
satisfactory  with  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  supply 
being  maintained  to  a  high  standard  at  all  times,  although 
it  was  necessary  to  ban  the  use  of  hosepipes  for  the 
watering  of  gardens  and  washing  of  private  cars  from 
the  11th  June,  1969  to  2nd  February,  1970. 

Mains  extensions,  where  required,  have  been  carried 
out  and  supply  schemes  to  serve  housing  developments 
have  been  undertaken”. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  samples  of  water  taken  by  the  Water 
Authorities  the  department  took  23  samples  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  from  private  water  supplies,  of  these  14  received  satisfactory  reports. 
In  the  other  9  cases  the  occupiers  of  the  properties  concerned  were  advised 
on  precautionary  and  remedial  measures,  and  this  action  was  followed  up 
by  further  sampling  which  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  WATER  SAMPLES  1969 
North  Devon  Water  Board  (Southern  Division) 

Tavistock  Rural  District 

Source  (under 


Locality 

Satisfactory 

Un¬ 

normal  supply 

satisfactory 

conditions) 

Prewley  Treatment  Works 

52 

nil 

— 

Tavistock 

14 

1 

Kilworthy/Prcwley 

Bere  Alston 

7 

1 

Prewley 

Bere  Ferrers 

.  — 

— 

Prewley 

Brentor 

9 

nil 

Prewley 

Chillaton 

.  — 

— 

Prewley 

Chipshop 

.  — 

— 

Prewley 

Kilworthy 

10 

nil 

Kilworthy 

Gulworthy 

.  — 

— ■  . 

Prewley 

Horrabridge 

— 

Prewley 

Lamerton 

.  — - 

— 

Prewley 

Lifton 

6 

nil 

Prewley 

Lydford 

. 

- 7 

Prewley 

Mary  Tavy 

— 

— 

Prewley 

Peter  Tavy 

— 

- - 

Prewley 

Kilworthy  Works 

92 

1 

— 

All  unsatisfactory  samples  on  re-sampling  showed  negative  results. 
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Details  of  Properties  Supplied  by  the  North  Devon  Water  Board  in  the 
Tavistock  Rural  District  at  31st  December,  1969 


Parish 

Number 

of 

Domestic 

Properties 

Number 

of 

Farms 

Number 
of  other 
Metered 
Supplies 

T  otal 
Properties 

Population 
Supplied 
(  estimated  ) 

Bere  Ferrers  . 

801 

34 

48 

883 

2662 

Brentor 

87 

14 

10 

111 

334 

Bradstone  . 

— 

_ 

- - - 

- - 

— 

Coryton 

3 

1 

1 

5 

15 

Dunterton 

_ 

_ 

_ _ 

_ _ 

Horrabridge  (p.t.) 

173 

6 

1 

180 

540 

Kelly 

8 

2 

1 

1 1 

36 

Lamerton  . 

121 

31 

7 

159 

477 

Lewtrenchard  . 

45 

13 

7 

65 

196 

Lie  ton 

295 

1 6 

17 

328 

991 

Lydford  (p.t.)  . 

112 

11 

5 

128 

384 

Mary  stowe 

15 

5 

2 

22 

66 

Mary  Tavy 

195 

11 

15 

221 

670 

Milton  Abbot  . 

93 

14 

2 

109 

336 

Peter  Tavy 

67 

5 

1 

73 

220 

Sampford  Spiney 

37 

5 

1 

43 

129 

Stowford 

32 

12 

4 

48 

144 

Sydenham 

Damarel 

21 

7 

3 

31 

93 

Tavistock 

2436 

— 

10 

2456 

7390 

Tavistock 

Hamlets 

77 

28 

8 

113 

339 

Thrushelton 

9 

9 

1 

19 

57 

Whitchurch 

58 

6 

O 

jL 

67 

202 

TOTAL 

4685 

230 

146 

5072  | 

15281 

Fluoride  Content 

The  fluoride  content  of  the  water  is  less  than  0.10  parts  per  million. 
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Details  of  Properties  Supplied  by  the  City  of  Plymouth  Water  Department 
in  the  Tavistock  Rural  District  at  31st  December,  1969. 


Parish 

Number 

of 

Dwellings 

Population  Supplied 
(  estimated  ) 

Buckland  Monachorum 

878 

2757 

Horrabridge  (part) 

321 

1050 

Lydford  Forest  . 

110 

385  +  600  (Prison) 

Meavy  .... 

163 

530 

Sheep stor 

13 

53 

Walkhampton 

165 

646 

No  properties  are  supplied  by  standpipes  fixed  on  public  mains. 


SEWERAGE  AND  'SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  newly  constructed  Sewage  Disposal  Works  for  Tavistock  and 
Walkhampton  were  completed  and  taken  over  by  the  Council  in  March 
and  October  respectively. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  work  was  proceeding  on  the  Sewerage  and 
Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  for  Lewdown,  and  on  the  extension  of  the 
sewer  at  Horrabridge  to  take  in  the  Harrowbeer  Area  of  Yelverton. 
Preparatory  work  for  the  new  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Buck  land 
Monachorum  is  now  in  hand. 

Regular  repairs  and  maintenance  have  been  carried  out  by  the  Direct 
Labour  Staff  with  assistance  from  Specialist  Contractors,  using  sludge 
carrying  tankers.  Difficulty  is  being  experienced  in  obtaining  and  keeping 
suitable  staff  for  sewage  works  maintenance,  more  staff  will  be  required 
for  the  new  works  as  they  come  into  operation.  The  training  and  re¬ 
training  of  staff  employed  in  this  work  is  vital  if  we  are  to  avoid  the 
pollution  of  the  watercourses  into  which  we  discharge. 

Further  to  the  mention  in  the  last  Annual  Report  re:  the  delivery  of 
a  new  tractor  and  purpose  designed  sludge  trailer  two  further  sludge 
trailers  were  purchased  during  this  year.  Full  use  is  now  being  made  of 
these  trailers  for  the  removal  of  sewage  sludge  which  has  now  become  a 
full-time  operation.  As  ever  the  disposal  of  dried  sludge  is  a  problem 
due  to  lack  of  desire  from  land  owners  within  a  reasonable  distance  to 
accept,  even  as  a  gift,  sewage  sludge  for  use  as  fertilizer.  I  am  advised 
by  the  N.A.A.S.  that  nranurial  value  of  the  sludge  is  2QN.  20P.  2K.  Samples 
of  decanted  water  discharged  from  the  storm  tanks  have  been  taken  from 
the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Crowndale,  Tavistock  for  chemical 
examination  for  the  presence  of  sulphides,  in  order  to  aid  our  negotiations 
with  the  Cornwall  River  Authority  regarding  the  standard  of  discharged 
effluent. 

1  would  refer  Members  to  the  item  on  Infectious  diseases  on  farms 
which  appeared  in  Page  4  of  my  last  Annual  Report  in  particular  the 
reference  to  Salmonellosis-  Allegations  have  been  made  that  Salmonella 
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type  organisms  must  have  been  present  in  the  effluent  from  Harrowbeer 
Sewage  Disposal  Works.  A  blanket  sample  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  showed  no  organisms  of  this  type. 

There  have  been  the  usual  crop  of  choked  sewers  in  the  District, 
f:he  majority  of  which  were  cleared  within  a  few  hours  of  notification 
apart  from  one  at  Bere  Alston  and  two  at  Horrabridge  which  necessitated 
opening  up  a  long  length  of  the  sewer  and  relaying  same.  Whilst  the 
ground  was  open  the  opportunity  was  taken  to  construct  new  inspection 
chambers  and  thus  shorten  the  distance  between  manholes  in  the  event 
of  future  chokages. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  former  Urban  District  Council  (Carrier  Refuse  Vehicle  was  re¬ 
placed  in  the  summer  of  1969  when  a  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  Pakamatic 
Refuse  Vehicle  was  delivered.  Initially  this  vehicle  was  used  experimentally 
on  all  the  refuse  collection  rounds.  As  a  result,  the  rounds  were  altered 
considerably,  and  six  Villages  which  previously  had  fortnightly  collections, 
were  brought  into  the  weekly  collection  rounds.  It  has  also  been  found  pos¬ 
sible  to  include  small  areas  where  previously  no  collection  existed.  The 
position  is  reviewed  regularly  by  the  Department,  and  whenever  requests  are 
received  from  householders  for  collection  of  their  refuse,  if  it  is  found  to 
be  possible  the  rounds  are  extended  to  include  these  properties.  The  Council 
will  appreciate!  that  this  cannot  go  on  indefinitely  and  that  in  the  near 
future  the  need  for  a  further  collection  vehicle  will  become  vital  if  the 
service  is  to  continue  to  expand,  to  the  ultimate. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a  comprehensive  survey  was  made  of  the 
collection  rounds  which  although  very  time  consuming,  has  proved  to 
be  advantageous  when  assessing  the  possibility  of  increasing  the  rounds. 

At  the  same  time  as  the  rounds  were  altered  during  the  summer,  the 
Council  agreed  that  small  areas  to  which  it  was  difficult  to  gain  access 
with  the  new  bigger  vehicle,  should  have  a  paper  sack  system  of  refuse 
collection.  This  was  implemented  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  refuse  sacks 
being  collected  in  an  open  lorry. 

A  number  of  the  provisions  of  the  Transport  Act  1968  will  be  coming 
into  force  during  1970;  the  implementation  of  which  will  have  a  considera¬ 
ble  impact  on  the  vehicles  owned  by  the  Authority. 

The  Council  now  use  two  refuse  tips,  at  Coryton  and  at  Crowndale.  1 
would  like  to  point  out  here  that  members  of  the  public  are  at  liberty  to 
deliver  refuse  to  the  tip  at  Crowndale,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  prevent 
rubbish  being  dumped  on  open  moorland,  as  has  been  experienced  in  the 
past. 

The  Department  has  secured  the  removal  of  abandoned  motor  vehicles 
from  various  sites  in  the  District  and  here  I  would  point  out  that  Mr.  J. 
Sanders  of  Heathfield,  Brentor  operates  a  Scrap-Yard  and  would  be  quite 
willing  to  take  any  vehicle  which  any  member  of  the  public  has,  and 
wishes  to  dispose  of.  It  is  hoped  that  the  public  will  take  advantage  of 
this,  rather  than  abandoning  vehicles  in  the  open,  which  is  an  offence 
under  the  Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967. 
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During  the  year  a  survey  was  made  within  the  area  regarding  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  further  Litter  Bins  and  a  Scheme  was  prepared  in  conjunction 
with  the  Dartmoor  National  Park  Committee  for  the  provisions  of  a 
further  68  litter  bins  in  their  area,  and  these  should  be  installed  and  ready 
for  use  prior  to  the  summer  season  1970. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

The  new  public  conveniences  at  Postbridge  and  the  modernisation  at 
Milton  Abbot  were  completed  during  the  year,  and  these  Conveniences  are 
now  operational. 

Tenders  were  accepted  for  the  proposed  Public  Conveniences  at 
Lifton,  and  these  should  be  commissioned  during  1970. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  in  connection  with 
various  routine  work  in  addition  to  maintenance  work  shown  under  the 
various  sections: — 

Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  387 

Drains  . 4  .  213 

Drain  Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  196 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  ..,  ...  456 

Refuse  Collection  and  Tips  ...  ...  ...  216 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  172 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  578 

Water  Supplies  .  53 

Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

Grants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  303 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  255 

Meat  Inspection  ...  ..,  ...  ...  556 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  ...  ...  22 

Civic  Amenities  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  >113 

Caravan  Sites  Act  ...  ...  ...  41 

Petroleum  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Planning  Acts  .  513 

Building  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  933 

Capital  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  307 

Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1853 

Swimming  Pool  ...  ...  ...  ...  58  ‘ 

Other  Council  Properties  ...  ...  ...  81 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  ...  ...  7 

Clean  Air  Act  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...  5 

Swill  Boiling  Plants  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Noise  Abatement  Act  ..  ...  ...  ...  7 

Goose  Fair  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Miscellaneous  .  ...  561 

Total: —  8028 

Number  of  Plans  Submitted  ...  ...  689 
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SECTION  4IT 


HOUSING 


Thirty-two  Council  Houses  were  completed  and  taken  over  during  the 
year  and  at  31st  December,  1969  there  were  30  houses  under  construction. 

Private  enterprise  building  showed  a  marked  decrease  over  1968,  there 
being  90  houses  completed,  compared  with  218  in  1968.  At  the  31st  Dec¬ 
ember  1969  there  were  153  houses  in  course  of  construction. 

This  year  saw  the  advent  of  the  Housing  Act  1969  which  has  greatly 
increased  the  scope  of  grant  aid  towards  the  improvement  and  repair  of 
dwellings,  the  effects  of  this  Act  are  being  felt  by  the  Department,  in  that 
considerably  more  work  is  entailed. 

During  the  year  fourteen  applications  for  Improvement  Grant  were 
approved  by  this  Council,  the  approved  expense  being  £8,928  and  the 
maximum  grant  being  £4,401. 

Two  Improvement  Grants  were  paid  amounting  to  £360. 

Thirty-seven  Standard  Grants  were  approved  with  a  maximum  of 
£7,090.  Fifteen  of  these  Grants  were  for  Grants  within  the  normal  limits 
and  twenty-two  had  a  higher  limit.  It  is  these  higher  limit  grants  together 
with  the  Improvement  Grants  which  create  a  high  work  load  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment. 

Twenty-nine  Standard  Grants  were  paid  towards  the  cost  of  pro¬ 
viding  twenty-four  baths,  twenty-six  wash  hand  basins,  twenty-nine  hot 
water  supplies,  twenty-five  waterclosets  and  seventeen  food  stores.  Additional 
grant  was  paid  towards  the  provision  of  twelve  baths  in  bathrooms,  seven 
septic  tanks  and  one  piped  water  supply.  Total  amount  of  Standard 
Grant  paid  amounted  to  £4,168. 

Two  dwellings  were  represented  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957;  in  each  case  Undertakings 
were  accepted. 

The  Council  continued  to  implement  the  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition 
Acts,  1899-1923,  and  Section  43  of  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act, 
1958  as  amended,  7  applications  being  approved,  1  of  which  was  subse¬ 
quently  withdrawn. 
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Waiting  List  for  Council  House  Accommodation 


Locality 

T otal  on 
Wait  mg 
List 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

Non 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

Retirement 

Pensioners 

No.  with 
Separate 
Homes 

Bere  Alston 

32 

3 

23 

6 

27 

Bere  Ferrers  . 

5 

— • 

4 

1 

5 

Brentor 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Chillaton  . 
Buckland 

2 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Monaghorum  . 

16 

? 

Mm, 

9 

5 

12 

Grenofen  . 

1 

— 

1 

— - 

— 

Horrabridge 

36 

— 

25 

1 1 

36 

Lamerton  . 
Lewdown,  Kelly 

7 

— 

6 

1 

7 

AND  STOWFORD  . 

6 

2 

4 

— 

4 

Lifton 

17 

1 

13 

3 

14 

Lydford 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Mary  Tavy 

5 

- — - 

4 

1 

3 

Meavy 

3 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Milton  Abbot  . 

3 

1 

i 

2 

Mm 

— 

3 

Peter  Tavy 

4 

1 

3 

— - 

3 

Pringetown 

Sampford 

1 

-t 

1 

1 

Spiney 

— 

— 

• - 

— 

Tavistock 

122 

6 

86 

30 

109 

Walkhampton 

3 

— 

2 

l 

3 

Yelverton 

20 

— ■ 

11 

9 

17 

Miscellaneous 

1 

I 

— 

1 

i 

1 

Total 

287 

18 

201 

68 

253 
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Council  Houses  in  the  Rural  District 


Parish 

Locality 

Number 

of 

Dwellings 

Total 

Number 

in  Parish 

Here  Ferrers 

Bere  Alston 

131 

Bere  Ferrers  . 

10 

141 

Brad stone 

- — 

— 

■ — 

Brentor 

Brentor 

14 

14 

Ruckland  Monaghorum 

Velverton 

8 

Buckland  . 

47 

55 

OORYTON 

- — 

— 

- - 

Dunterton 

' — 

— 

. - 

Horra  bridge 

Horra  bridge 

125 

125 

Kelly 

Kelly 

2 

2 

Lamerton 

Lamerton  . 

36 

36 

Lewtrenghard 

- — 

■ — - 

• — 

Liftqn 

Lifton 

53 

53 

Lydford 

Lydford 

9 

Princetown 

24 

33 

Mary  stowe 

Near  Lewdown  . 

4 

4 

Mary  Tavy 

Mary  Tavy 

42 

42 

Meavy 

Meavy 

12 

12 

Milton  Abbot 

Chili  ,aton 

16 

Milion  Abbot  . 

8 

24 

Peter  Tavy 

Peter  Tavy 

14 

14 

'Sampford  vSpiney 

Sampford  Spiney 

8 

8 

Sheepstor 

- — 

— 

— 

Stowford 

Stowford  „ 

4 

4 

Sydenham  Damarel  . 

- — 

— 

— 

Tavistock 

Tavistock 

472 

472 

Tavistock  Hamlets  . 

. — 

— 

— 

Thrtjstelton 

Lobhill 

2 

2 

Walkhampton 

Walkhampton  . 

40 

40 

Whitchurch 

Grenofen  . 

8 

8 

Total 

1089 

SECTION  4E’ 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


There  were  255  inspections  of  food  premises  including  the  stalls  at 
Goose  Fair  made  during  the  year.  Where  contraventions  were  found,  the 
proprietors  of  the  firms  concerned  were  requested  to  take  remedial  mea¬ 
sures!  and  further  visits  were  made. 

In  addition  numerous  inspections  were  made  to  the  food  stalls  at 
Goose  Fair,  both  on  Goose  Fair  Day  and  during  the  evenings  following. 
The  Council  authorised  proceedings  to  be  taken  for  offences  under  the 
Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations  1966,  in 
respect  of  five  stalls  at  Goose  Fair. 

The  principal  food  premises  within  the  District  are: — 


Canteens  .  .  28 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

General  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  MO 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Hotels  and  Guest  Houses  ...  ...  ...  57 

Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...>  ...  44 

Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Manufacturing  Premises  ...  ...  7 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

At  the  end  of  July  1969  the  Slaughter  House  at  Mary  Tavy  was 
closed  reducing  the  number  of  Licensed  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  District 
to  three.  The  inspection  of  carcases  remains  at  100%. 

A  total  of  15,978  animals  was  killed  and  inspected  involving  556 
visits  to  the  Slaughter  Houses. 

Full  details  of  the  animals  killed  and  inspected  and  the  carcases  and 
parts  of  organs  condemned  are  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

1 

Cows 

;  Calves 

j 

i 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Killed  (if  known) 

2004 

142 

76 

5398 

8353 

Number  inspected 

2004 

142 

76 

5398 

8353 

All  diseases  ex.  Tubercu¬ 
losis  and  Cysticerci : 
whole  carcases 
condemned 

8 

17 

31 

77 

34 

carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

79 1 

72 

3 

623 

1 078 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  or  Cysticerci 

39.8 

62.6 

44.7 

12.9 

13.2 

Tuberculosis  only: 

whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

56 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

Cysticercosis  : 

carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

25 

carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refri¬ 
geration 

7 

generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

SECTION  4F’ 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  information  required  in  respect  of  the 
year  1969. 

Part  I  of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health  (including  inspec¬ 
tions  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors): 

(i)  Factories  without  Mechanical  Power  (sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6) 

Number  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Inspections  ...  ...  ..  ...  .  0 

Written  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  0 

Occupiers  Prosecuted  ...  ...  ...  0 

(ii)  Factories  with  Mechanical  Power  (section  7) 

Number  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Written  Notices  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  0 

Occupiers  Prosecuted  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(iii)  Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (section  7) 

(Electric  Stations,  Institutions,  Sites  of  Building  Operations,  Works 
of  Engineering  Construction,  but  excluding  Outworkers’  Premises) 

Number  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  •  29 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Written  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Occupiers  Prosecuted  ...  ...  0 
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2„  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found: 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 
(6J 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Reft 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

>rred 

by  H.M. 

Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

— ■ 

— * 

_  _ 

Overcrowding 

• — 

■ — - 

- — 

— 

- — 

Unreasonable 

temperature 

— 

— 

- - 

Inadequate 

ventilation 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

• - 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

Sanitary 

conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient  , 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  the  sexes  . 

— 

— - 

- — 

— 

— 

Other  offences 
(not  including 
Outwork) 

Total 

— 

— * 

- — 

— 

— 
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